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In the summer of 1787, fifty-five delegates gathered in Philadelphia and
opened a document with seven words that changed the architecture of
political legitimacy: “We the People of the United States.” In the summer
of 2026, on Beacon Hill in Boston, a new document opened with a
deliberate echo across two and a half centuries: “We, the People of
Humanity.” The distance between those two sentences is not merely
geographic or temporal. It measures how far the constitutional idea has
traveled — and how far it must still go.

Declaration First, Constitution Second

America did not begin with a constitution. It began with a declaration — a
statement of moral truths held to be self-evident — and only eleven years
later, after the inadequacy of mere aspiration had been proven by
experience, did it write the machinery to secure them. The sequence
matters. The Declaration of 1776 told the world what Americans believed;
the Constitution of 1787 told them how those beliefs would be enforced,
funded, adjudicated, and amended. A declaration inspires. A constitution
operates.

The same sequence is now unfolding in the age of artificial intelligence.
The Boston Declaration on the Primacy of the Human Person, proclaimed
on July 4, 2026, stated the moral truths of the AI Age. The AIWS
Constitution for Humanity in the Al Age, now in its Constitutional Edition,
begins the harder work: converting conviction into structure. History
suggests the second step is where most movements fail — and where the
American founders succeeded for reasons worth studying closely.



The Forgotten Genius of Article VII

The most consequential provision of the United States Constitution may be
its least quoted. Article VII declared that the Constitution would enter into
force “between the States so ratifying” once nine of the thirteen had
approved it. Unanimity was not required. Delaware ratified first; Rhode
Island resisted until 1790; the Union proceeded without waiting. The
founders understood that a constitution which requires everyone’s consent
before it binds anyone will bind no one. They designed for the willing.

This is the decisive lesson for a Constitution for Humanity. Its path to
reality does not run through universal acclamation, which will never come,
but through accession: an open instrument that nations join because they
judge it reasonable, entering into force among the ratifying parties once a
threshold is met. Modern treaty practice confirms the wisdom of
Philadelphia — the Rome Statute required sixty ratifications, the Paris
Agreement fifty-five. A constitutional framework for the AI Age should
carry its own Article VII: a clause of accession, a threshold of entry into
force, and the quiet confidence that the first movers will make membership
worth having. Without such a clause, a constitution remains a charter; with
it, aspiration acquires a legal pulse.

Why the States Joined

The states of 1788 did not ratify because the Preamble was beautiful. They
ratified because union offered commerce, common defense, sound
currency, and standing in the world — concrete benefits that made the
costs of sovereignty pooled seem a bargain. Any constitution for the AI Age
must answer the same unsentimental question: what does a ratifying
nation receive? The answer is already visible in the architecture that
precedes this Constitution rather than follows it. Nations that accede gain
access to shared trust infrastructure; certification of their AI systems
under common trust standards; interoperability with the trustworthy Al
ecosystems of fellow members; and a voice in the governance of the
intelligence that will shape their citizens’ lives. The American framers had
to build their institutions for decades after ratification. The Al Age,
unusually, has built some of its institutions first — trust standards, trust
ratings, a trust order — so that the benefits of membership exist before the
ink of accession dries.

An Inversion, and a Shared Design Principle



In one respect the new document deliberately reverses Philadelphia. The
original Constitution built the machinery of government first and added a
Bill of Rights only in 1791, under political duress. The Constitution for
Humanity places dignity and rights first and institutions after — absorbing
two centuries of constitutional learning that begins with the person, not
the state.

Yet beneath the inversion lies a shared design principle. Madison’s
generation made government deliberately slow — two chambers, a veto,
divided powers — installing friction into the machine so that no momentary
passion could become instant tyranny. Ambition was made to counteract
ambition. The Constitution for Humanity installs the same principle one
level deeper: “healthy friction” within Al systems themselves, so that no
perfect optimization can quietly dissolve the human will. Tocqueville
warned in 1840 of a soft despotism that would not break men’s wills but
soften, bend, and guide them; he could not have imagined that the
shepherd would one day be an algorithm. The “comfortable cage” named
in the new Constitution is his warning, renewed for machines. In both
centuries, the constitutional insight is identical: freedom is not preserved
by power alone, but by the deliberate imperfection of power.

From Virginia Plan to Philadelphia Moment

Honesty requires one further admission. The delegates in Philadelphia
could bind their states because they were sent by their states. Legitimacy
was not requested after the drafting; it was present at the table. A
Constitution for Humanity will earn ratification the same way — not by
asking nations to adopt a finished text, but by inviting them to finish it. The
present Constitutional Edition should therefore be understood as this
generation’s Virginia Plan: the coherent draft that frames the deliberation,
not the deliberation itself. The Philadelphia moment lies ahead — a
constitutional convention for the AI Age, in 2027, the tenth anniversary of
AIWS, where nations, through their representatives, complete what has
been begun and sign what they have shaped. What a nation helps to write,
it will defend.

The Wager

The Constitution of 1787 was a wager that a people could govern
themselves by reflection and choice rather than accident and force. It ran
barely four and a half thousand words, and its austerity was its endurance.
The Constitution for Humanity makes a larger wager with a longer
sentence: that humanity can govern its most powerful creation before that



creation governs humanity. The first wager took nine states to win. The
second will take the first courageous nations willing to ratify — and the
patience to let the rest arrive, as Rhode Island eventually did. Two and a
half centuries from Philadelphia to Boston, the constitutional idea remains
what it has always been: not a description of the world as it is, but an
instrument for building the world as it ought to be. Let the AI Age have its
instrument.



TU PHILADELPHIA PEN BOSTON

Hai ban Hién phdp, hai thé ky ruoi

Nguyén Anh Tuan
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Kién truc su truong AIWS

Mua hé nam 1787, nam muoi lam dai bi€u tu hoi tai Philadelphia va mé dau
mot van kién bang bay chit da lam thay doéi kién truc cua tinh chinh danh
chinh tri: “We the People of the United States” — “Chung ta, Nhan dan Hop
chung quoc Hoa Ky.” Mua hé nam 2026, trén doéi Beacon Hill & Boston, mot
van kién méi mé dau bang tiéng vong c6 chu dich xuyén qua hai thé ky rudi:
“We, the People of Humanity” — “Chung ta, Nhan dan cua Nhéan loai.”
Khoang cach gitra hai cdu van ay khong chi la dia ly hay thoi gian. N6 do
hanh trinh ma tw twdng lap hién da di qua — va chang duong con phai di
tiép.

Tuyén ngon truéc, Hién phap sau

Nuéc My khong khéi ddu bang mot ban hién phap. Nudc My khéi dau bang
mot ban tuyén ngdén — 1oi khdng dinh nhitng chan 1y dao ly duoc coi 1a hién
nhién — va phai muwoi mot nam sau, khi kinh nghiém da chimmg minh sy bat
cap clua khat vong don thuan, nguoi My méi viét nén bo may dé bado ddm
nhiing chan ly ay. Trinh tw nay mang y nghia sdu sac. Tuyén ngon 1776 noi
voi thé gidi nguoi My tin vao diéu gi; Hién phap 1787 ndi ré nhitng niém tin
ay sé duoc thuc thi, tai tro, phan x va tu chinh ra sao. Tuyén ngon truyén
cam hing. Hién phap van hanh.

Trinh ty 4y dang lap lai trong ky nguyén tri tué nhén tao. The Boston
Declaration — Tuyén ngbén Boston vé Vi thé T6i thuong cua Con nguoi —
cong b6 ngay 4 thang 7 nam 2026, da khang dinh nhiing chan 1y dao ly cta
Ky nguyén Al Hién phép AIWS cho Nhan loai trong Ky nguyén Al, nay & An
ban Hién dinh, bat dau phan viéc kho hon: chuyén héa niém tin thanh cadu
trac. Lich st cho thay budc thit hai chinh la noi hau hét cac phong trao that
bai — va la noi cac nha lap quoc Hoa Ky da thanh cong, vi nhiing ly do rat
dang nghién ctu ky.

Thién tai bi lang quén cua Piéu VII



biéu khoan c6 hé qua 1én nhat cta Hién phap Hoa Ky c6 1é lai la diéu it
duoc trich dan nhat. biéu VII quy dinh Hién phép sé ¢ hiéu luc “gitra cac
Bang phé chudn” mot khi chin trong muwoi ba bang thong qua. Khéng doi
hoi sw nhat tri tuyét déi. Delaware phé chuan dau tién; Rhode Island tri
hodn dén tan nam 1790; Lién bang van tién buwdc ma khéng cho doi. Céc
nha lap qudc hiéu rang mét ban hién phép doi hdi sy dong thuan cta tat ca
trudc khi rang budc bat ky ai thi sé khong rang budc duoc ai. Ho thiét ké
cho nhiing nguoi san long.

bay chinh la bai hoc quyét dinh cho mét Hién phap cho Nhéan loai. Con
duong dén hién thuc cua né khong di qua sy tung ho toan cau — diéu sé
khéng bao gio dén — ma di qua co ché gia nhap: moét van kién mé, dé cac
quéc gia tham gia vi thay hop ly, va c6 hiéu luc gitta cdc bén phé chuén khi
dat mot nguwdéng nhat dinh. Thuc tién diéu wéc hién dai xadc nhan minh triét
cua Philadelphia — Quy ché Rome can sdu muoi nuéc phé chuén, Hiép dinh
Paris can nam muoi lam. M6t khung hién phap cho Ky nguyén Al can mang
trong minh “DPiéu VII” ctua riéng né: mot diéu khoan gia nhap, mot nguéng
hiéu luc, va niém tin lang 1& rang nhitng quéc gia tién phong sé lam cho tw
cach thanh vién trd nén dang gia. Thi€u diéu khoan ay, hién phap sé dung
lai & hién chwong; c6 diéu khoan &y, khat vong bat dau cé nhip dap phéap ly.

Vi sao cac bang gia nhap

Céc bang nam 1788 kh6ng phé chuén vi Loi néi dau hay dep. Ho phé chuén
vi lién bang mang lai thwong mai, quéc phong chung, déng tién 6n dinh va
vi thé trén thé giéi — nhiing loi ich cu thé khién cdi gia ctia viéc chia sé chu
quyén trd nén ximg dang. Bat ky ban hién phap nao cho Ky nguyén Al cling
phai tra 16i cuing mot cau héi tinh tdo 8y: quéc gia phé chudn sé nhan duoc
gi? Cau tra 1oi da hién hitu trong chinh kién tric di trudc ban Hién phap nay
thay vi theo sau né. Cac quoc gia gia nhap sé duwoc tiép can ha tang niém tin
chung; duoc chimg nhan hé théng Al cia minh theo cic chudn muc niém
tin théng nhat; duwoc twong thong véi cac hé sinh thai Al dang tin cay cua
cac thanh vién khéac; va c6 tiéng néi trong viéc quan tri nguodn tri tué sé
dinh hinh do6i séng coéng dan cta minh. Cac nha lap quéc My phai mat hang
thap ky sau phé chudn méi dung xong thé ché. Ky nguyén Al, mét cach
khéc thuong, da dung trudéc moét phan thé ché clia minh — chudn muc niém
tin, xép hang niém tin, mot trat tw niém tin — dé loi ich cla tw cidch thanh
vién ton tai ngay trudc khi muc cua van kién gia nhéap kip kho.

Mot sw dao chiéu, va mot nguyén ly thiét ké chung

O mot phwong dién, van kién méi chl ¥ ddo nguoc Philadelphia. Hién phap
nguyén ban dung bé mdy chinh quyén trudc, va chi bé sung Tuyén ngén



Nhan quyén vao nam 1791 duwéi stc ép chinh tri. Hién phap cho Nhén loai
dat phdm gid va quyén con nguoi 1én trudc, thé ché theo sau — ti€p thu hai
thé ky hoc hoi lap hién ctia nhén loai: khéi dau tir con nguoi, khong phai tw
nha nudc.

Nhung bén dudi sy dao chiéu ay la mét nguyén 1y thiét ké chung. Thé hé
cua Madison c6 tinh lam cho chinh quyén van hanh cham — ludng vién,
quyén phu quyét, tam quyén phan 14p — cai dat luc ma sat vao bd may dé
khéng mot con cuéng nhiét nhat thoi nao cé thé lap tic tré thanh bao
quyén. Tham vong duoc dung dé kiém ché tham vong. Hién phap cho Nhan
loai cai dat cung nguyén ly 4y & mot tdng sau hon: “ma sat lanh manh” ngay
trong chinh céc hé théng Al, dé khong mot sw t6i wu héa hoan hdo nao c6
thé lang 1& lam tan ra y chi con nguoi. Tocqueville ting canh bdo nam 1840
vé mot nén chuyén ché mém khoéng bé gay y chi con nguoi ma lam mém no,
uoén no, dan dat nd; 6ng khong thé hinh dung rang nguoi chan dat mot ngay
kia sé la thuat toan. “Chiéc 1ong ém ai” dwoc goi tén trong ban Hién phap
méi chinh 13 10i canh béo cta 6ng, duoc viét lai cho thoi dai may méc. O ca
hai thé ky, minh triét lap hién van la mot: tw do khéng dwoc gin gitt bang
quyén luc, ma bang sw bat toan cé chu dich cua quyén luc.

Tw Phuong an Virginia dén khoanh khac Philadelphia

Su trung thuc doi héi thém moét diéu phai thira nhin. Cac dai biéu &
Philadelphia cé thé rang budc céc bang ctia minh vi ho duoc chinh céc bang
ctr dén. Tinh chinh danh khéng dwoc xin sau khi soan thdo; né hién dién
ngay tai ban nghi sw. M6t Hién phap cho Nhan loai sé gianh duoc su phé
chuén theo dung cich a4y — khéng phai bang viéc dé nghi cac quéc gia
thong qua moét van ban da hoan tat, ma bang viéc moi ho cung hoan tat né.
An ban Hién dinh hién nay, vi vdy, nén duoc hiéu nhu Phuong an Virginia
cua thé hé nay: ban du thao mach lac dinh khung cho cudc nghi luan, chix
chua phai chinh cudc nghi ludn. Khoanh khac Philadelphia con & phia trudc
— mo6t hoi nghi 1ap hién cho Ky nguyén Al, vao nam 2027, ky niém muoi
nam AIWS, noi cac qudc gia, qua dai dién ctia minh, hoan thién nhiing gi da
duwoc khoi dau va ky vao nhitng gi chinh ho da gép phan tao nén. Diéu gi
mot quoc gia gop tay viét ra, quoc gia ay sé bao vé.

Van cuoc

Hién phép 1787 la van cuoc rang mot dan tdc co thé tu tri bang suy xét va
lra chon thay vi ngau nhién va bao lyc. N6 chi von ven khoang bon nghin
rudi tir, va chinh sy kiém 10i 4y lam nén sttc bén cua né. Hién phéap cho
Nhéan loai dat mot van cuoc 16m hon v6i mot cau van dai hon: rang nhén loai
c6 thé quan tri tao vat quyén nang nhat ciia minh trudce khi tao vat dy quan



tri nhan loai. Van cuoc thir nhat can chin bang dé thang. Van cuoc thit hai
sé can nhitng quéc gia can dam dau tién san long phé chudn — va suw kién
nhan dé nhitng qudc gia con lai ty tim dén, nhw Rhode Island réi cling da
dén. Hai thé ky rudi tir Philadelphia dén Boston, tw tudng 1ap hién van la
diéu né luén la: khéong phai ban mé ta thé giéi nhw né dang cd, ma la cong
cu dé kién tao thé gi¢i nhw né can phai trd thanh. Hay dé€ Ky nguyén Al cé
cO6ng cu cua minh.



