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The burning of Limoges’s historic town hall and the violence accompanying protests in France and 
Italy confront Europe with a question that will remain after order returns to the streets: how can 
societies address deep grievances without turning disagreement into enmity?
The distinction between peaceful protest and violence is essential. Citizens must be able to challenge 
their governments, demand justice, and seek change. Those rights must be protected, alongside the 
safety of people and communities. Restoring order is necessary. Rebuilding trust requires a deeper 
response.
That response must include wisdom: the capacity to confront injustice, understand 
disagreement, and find a way to act together.
Humanity has never possessed so much knowledge. Yet knowledge alone does not ensure that we 
understand one another. We are building machines that can supply more answers, while struggling to 
sustain the human relationships through which a shared future becomes possible.
A society may possess a large economy, advanced technology, and long-established institutions, yet 
still lose its capacity for dialogue. When those who hold different views are treated as enemies, 
outrage displaces understanding. What is damaged is the ability to build anything together.
Division cannot be resolved simply by supplying more information. It also demands the judgment to 
recognize  injustice,  address  conflicting  interests,  and  distinguish  legitimate  grievances  from 
incitement to violence. AI can help people examine evidence and explore solutions. It can also amplify 
resentment  and  reinforce  prejudice.  Its  direction  depends  on  how  systems  are  designed,  the 
incentives that govern them, and the judgment of those who use them.
Intelligence helps us determine what is true and what works. Wisdom asks what we 
should do together when we know we disagree.
Wisdom is the capacity to disagree without becoming enemies. It begins with acknowledging that no 
one possesses the whole truth. It asks us to understand before judging, verify before sharing, and 
consider consequences before acting.
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This  does  not  require  surrendering  convictions  or  accepting  injustice.  A  wise  society  protects 
criticism  and  peaceful  protest  while  preventing  violence  and  addressing  the  conditions  that 
undermine trust. Calls for harmony carry conviction only when accompanied by justice, listening, 
and accountability.
The goal is to preserve the right to differ and restore our capacity to create together.
In the AI Age, wisdom must become a shared capacity of civilization, cultivated through culture,  
institutions, and everyday practice. This is a central purpose of AIWS Civilization.
At the cultural level, AIWS Lumina nurtures Love, Creativity, Nobility, and Wisdom. Love helps us 
see the human being behind an opinion.  Creativity opens possibilities  when debate reaches an 
impasse. Nobility directs us toward contributions beyond immediate self-interest. Wisdom guides 
choices for which we can answer to other people and future generations.
These values become meaningful through action: listening seriously to someone whose experience 
differs from ours, acknowledging evidence that challenges our position, and working on a shared 
problem without demanding agreement on everything.
At the institutional level, AIWS Trust Infrastructure provides a framework for verifiable trust: 
clearly defined authority, identifiable accountability, and Human-in-Command. People need ways to 
question decisions, examine the use of AI, and seek correction when systems fail them. Trust grows 
when commitments can be tested and mistakes can be remedied.
At the practical level, Human–AI Co-Creation brings wisdom into daily  work.  Faced with a 
divisive issue, people can use AI to clarify evidence, identify what remains unknown, present the  
strongest version of an opposing view, and explore options that address different interests. Human 
beings must still exercise judgment, make choices, and take responsibility.
From this emerges a simple practice: the Understanding Others Test.
After exploring a contentious issue with AI, can I present the view of someone who disagrees with  

me in a way that they themselves recognize as fair?
Passing this test does not mean agreeing. It means understanding enough to engage honestly. An AI 
that merely reinforces what we already believe may satisfy us while leaving us less prepared for 
dialogue.
This reflects the spirit of the Human Advancement Test: does working with AI help us understand 
more deeply, exercise better judgment, and create greater value? The quality of our relationship with 
AI must be measured partly by how it improves our relationships with one another.
Europe’s unrest demands concrete political, economic, and institutional responses. Wisdom must 
inform those responses: whose grievances are heard, how rights are protected, how power is held 
accountable, and whether people can participate meaningfully in shaping their future.
Order may return to the streets. The deeper task is to rebuild trust and renew the capacity to create  
together.
Machines can help us know more. Wisdom helps us preserve our differences while building a shared 
future. That is the aspiration of AIWS, and a task we must begin today.
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